December 18, 2006
The Board of Trustees for the NECA-IBEW Local 480 Health and Welfare Plan are pleased to announce the addition of a Basic Medical Benefits schedule that will be available to all eligible participants effective January 1, 2007.

This new benefit is described in detail on page 1 of the revised Summary Plan Description currently being mailed to all eligible participants. Your copy should arrive by December 31, 2006.  The Basic Medical Benefit schedule will provide access to a PPO primary care physician for a $30.00 co-pay. The participant will responsible for 20% of additional charges such as X-rays, Labs, PSA, Pap Smears, Immunizations and the plan will pay 80%. Calendar year deductibles are waived under this benefit schedule.  Additional Wellness Services are described in the Summary Plan Description.
Please note that Basic Medical Benefits apply to PPO Primary Care Physicians only. A PPO Primary Care Physician is defined as a PPO General Practitioner, Internist, Pediatrician, or OB/Gyn and includes their Nurse Practitioners. Basic Medical Benefits do not apply to NON-Network Physicians visits.  In addition, the Basic Medical Benefit does not apply to Physician Specialists, i.e. Cardiologists, Orthopedic Surgeons, Oncologists, etc. however, a Physician Specialist’s services will continue to be covered under the Major Medical Benefits schedule as in the past. 
Other important changes have been made effective January 1, 2007 to the Major Medical Benefits schedule that may affect your health care decisions.  The Calendar Year deductible has reduced from $750.00 to $500.00 and a $200.00 deductible has been added for Emergency Room visits. The Out-of Pocket expenses has been increased from $5,000.00 to $7,000.00 of eligible expenses.
Please take the time to read the revised SPD when you receive your copy to become familiar with both of these benefit schedules.
A copy of the revised SPD is also available online at the web address www.ibew480.org  should your copy be delayed.  Click on the benefits tab and scroll down to the Summary Plan Description link.

Please call the Fund office at 601-373-8434 if you do not receive your SPD booklet or with questions about these new benefits.

Sincerely,

R. Joel Hill

Plan Administrator

